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his successors, after all, did not depart from the
previous policy of Sweden. He and they, like their
predecessors, sought to make themselves masters of
the entire Baltic commerce, and to impose their inter-
vention upon the outside nations, whom they crippled
with custom dues. Various promises of relaxation
which were made to Liibeck by Sweden were ill kept.
The hand of this country continued to weigh heavily
upon all the Baltic coasts, until there arose on the
scene the figure of Peter the Great, who in his turn
reduced them to submission, and who made himself
practically lord and master of the Baltic lands.

Thus ends the history of the Hanscatic commerce
with Russia, which might be said to have ended
already, under Czar Feodorowitch Gudenow, for it was
no longer one League, but only an individual city that
maintained communication with Russia in those latter
days. The confederation of cities known as the
Hanseatic League had ceased to march together,
or to figure by name in the various treaties and
negotiations made after the accession to power of
this Czar.
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